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Native Angeleno Fay Ray, 36, needed to step outside of LA and experience the cold concrete 
jungle of NYC to learn the true value that her childhood home added to her artistic life. “I 
think the lizard is my spirit animal,” says the artist, who earned her MFA at Columbia 
University. “Stepping outside and being smacked in the face with warmth and sunlight makes 
it easier for me to work. Coming home in 2009 was a process of healing.”  

From working at many different art spaces (LAXART, LACMA) to starting her own gallery to 
assisting artist John Baldessari, Ray experienced every avenue of the art world, thus giving 
her a unique perspective into both the business and creative sides of the field. “In Los 
Angeles you can author your own art scene—you can put your art up on a cinder block wall 
in your apartment, and people will come. There are many more opportunities here than there 
are artists.” And people do come to see Ray’s meticulously crafted work. She has found early 
and sustained success nationwide, with upcoming gallery shows that will exhibit both her  

sculptures and her image-based collages. Ray initially viewed these collages as sketches for 



her sculptures that were often too momentous or too expensive to make, but they took on a 
life of their own. “I always had the two streams going, and it used to torture me,” she says. 
“Now  

I’ve surrendered, and the new work will have aspects of both!” Inspired by female artists like 
Sarah Lucas, Valie Export, and Hannah Hoch, Ray’s pieces live in a feminine space, often 
contemplating the use of female imagery and construction in the media. “I make work from 
the inside out, and some of the themes I work through are essentially female. I’m not afraid of 
feminine-looking sparkly stuff, even if I don’t trust it.” It is in her collages that she takes bits 
and pieces, changes the scale of images, and inserts her own photographs to change their 
contexts and meanings. “I’m trying to rescue the beauty in there and dignify it.” Fay Ray’s 
work can currently be seen in the group show “Bananas” at Gallery Diet in Miami and in a 
solo show in early 2016 at Louis B. James Gallery in NYC. Ray’s work is also on display at 
MAMA Gallery in Los Angeles with the exhibit “To Hide To Show” through July 25, 2015.  
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The list of artists whose parents steered 18-wheeler Peterbilts on long hauls through the desert is 
quite slim but Fay Ray is on it: her girlhood travels include her father's Imperial Valley, 
California to Mexicali, Baji run. He also provided her introduction to surrealism. 'I have no idea 
how he found his way to this material,' she marvels of the calendars featuring surrealists he'd 
select from Hallmark greeting card stores. 'My dad introduced me to Salvador Dali very early on. 
I've just been never able to shake it,' she reflects. Realised in three mediums - collage, painting 
and sculpture - Ray's work considers ideas about the female body. Black and white 
photomontage hue closest to her early Dada collages. Ray gathers ordinary objects often within 
her home and with textures that interest her, which she then photographs, configuring their 
torn fragments into black and white composites. Meanwhile, pink lips of conch shells protrude 
from a loose grid of white plaster blocks in 'Intimacy', a 2012 sculpture. To manage the medias' 
different requirements, Ray maintains two studios, one designated as a dust-free photography 
studio. Both, in close proximity to the Santa Monica Freeway; the ocean and the desert, a 
straight shot east or west.  


